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indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: .Towards the end of the year, Mr. Hommond presented an exhaustive
report, which was adopted by the Council, after which specifications for the plant and mains were issued, and
contracts entered into for the necessary work. The scheme provided plant on the Alternating Current system
sufficient to supply with ease about 7,500 8 c.p. lamps alight at one time, and included the lighting of some of
the principal streets by means of arc lamps. The works were formally opened, and the public lighting
inaugurated on the 14th October, 1895, with all due ceremony. The current however had been available some
six months for private lighting. The charges for current were as follows: --Up to 1,000 units per quarter. 6d. per
unit. 2,000 . 5 d. Above 2,000, . 5d. This sliding scale has since been extended as follows: --Up to 4,000 units per
quarter. 4d. per unit. Over 4,000 . 4d. For power and heating purposes 4d. The undertaking has grown rapidly,
and it was foreseen early in 1897 that the capacity of the plant would soon be exceeded by the demand. Mr.
Hammond reported in favour of large extensions, both of the Buildings, Generating Plant, and Mains. In July a
specification was issued, and subsequently contracts were made, which included plant having a capacity of
20,000 lamps. This should have been completed in the early summer of 1898, but owing to the Engineers Strike
there was a serious delay, so that the new plant could...
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