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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Revolt of the Netherlands was in fact not one revolt but
several, motivated by different causes and involving different groups of people. It has suited Dutch historians to
imply that all the revolts were part of a larger movement which led to the creation of a new nation-the modern
Netherlands, often incorrectly called Holland. It must be remembered, however, that the aims of those involved
in the revolts were much more modest than the end result might suggest. Certainly they did not set out with the
intention of creating a republic; this was forced upon them by circumstance. The pressures leading to rebellion
were political, religious, economic and local and each was present to a different degree in ii the revolts. The
multiplicity of the revolt cannot be overstressed. While it is not unreasonable to regard William the Silent, the
main opponent of Philip Il between 1567 and 1584, as the father of the Dutch nation, it is important to recognise
how accidental was the final shape of the country and that, if William had had his way, there would have been
o division between north and south nor would religion have driven men apart. This study guide is suitable for
first year university students, high school students in their final year of study, or people interested in Dutch
history. Topics covered include: The First, Second and Third Revolts, the Duke of Alva, The Spanish Reconquest,
and the roles of France and England.
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