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Print on Demand *****.As regional urbanization increases in
Colorado, so do interactions between humans and wildlife.
Where previous habitat has been reduced due to urbanization
and development, a few bat species that easily adapt to new
environments now roost in homes and buildings (Kunz and
Reynolds, 2003). Bats frequently serve as reservoirs of disease
that have potential health consequences for humans and other
mammals (Messenger and others, 2003). As bat use of buildings
becomes more frequent, the incidences of bat/human contact
and the risk of spreading disease also increase. In Colorado,
rabies is most common in the big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus)
Pape and others, 1999), the most ubiquitous species of urban-
dwelling bat in the United States (Barbour and Davis, 1969) and
the most common species submitted for rabies testing in
Colorado (Pape and others, 1999). An in-depth knowledge of
the big brown bat - including its ecology, habitat and
movements, and aspects of disease transmission - and of its
interactions with humans is essential for making informed
management decisions regarding this species. To balance the
competing priorities of species preservation...
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