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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Fairy Tales of Hans Christian Andersen Hans Christian
Andersen, without knowing it, prescribed a healthy tonic for more than one writer in England and America. It
would be a pity not to acknowledge this. He was not well known in either country when Mary Howitt published
her translations of his stories in England. Perhaps her intimacy with Frederica Bremer, the Swedish novelist,
opened the way to her acquaintance with the Danish story-teller. The children of England and America had the
first benefit of this invasion of the Dane. For, by a rather provoking law, it will happen that the literature of
childhood is sadly apt to fall into the ruts of sentimentalists or of mechanics. Anybody can write a child s book is
the false theory of publishers in the decline which comes upon children s books once in a generation. As an
experienced editor once said to me, ninety-nine hundredths of the articles sent to him about boys and girls are
written by ladies who never had the charge of either boy or girl. Into the midst of books thus written down for
children there comes, once in a generation, such a revelation as the publication of Grimm s Fairy Tales made
early in this century, as the appearance in England of Andersen s children s stories, made. And again, such as
children enjoyed when Stevenson s poems for them appeared. Probably Stevenson s poems would not have
been written but for such prose poems as The Constant Tin Soldier. For certain soldiers lately dead Our reverent
dirge shall here be said: Them, when their martial leader called, No dread preparative appalled, But leaden-
hearted,...
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