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indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .plants take large amounts of mineral matter from the soil, which is
returned to it in a different condition after the vegetation dies. Lichens, especially, extract substances directly
from the rocks on which they grow; grass and grain crops absorb much potash, and so on. These substances
are found in the ash when vegetable matter is burned, and are easily determinable by analysis. See B. W.
Hllgard, Am. Jour. Sci., 4th ser. vol. 2, p. 100, 18(16. Hllgard suggests that the Inclusion of carbon dioxide found
in quartz may supply notable quantities of that substance to underground waters.---In addition to previous
references, see also W. B. Schmidt, Mln. pet. Mltth., vol. 4, p. 1, 1852, on the action of sulphurous acid upon
volcanic rocks. r Sw A. (ielkie, Teit-lwok of Cpulogy, 4th ed., p. GOO, and (! P. Merrill, Hocks, Rock Weathering,
and Soils, p. 201. Ann. New York Acad. Bel., vol. 1, p. 1, 1877; vol. 2, u. |, isso. The number of organic acids which
find their way into the soil, from one source or another, is quite considerable, and their action deserves a much
more systematic investigation than it has yet received. Most important of all, on account of their abundance
and general distribution, are the so-called humus acids, the products of vegetable decay. llumic, uhnic, crenic.
and apocrenic acids are reputed members of this family of compounds, which are found wherever leaf mold
accumulates or wood decays. Their constitution, in a modern...
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