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legislation -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 ozone smog precursor. This is an especially important issue in my
home State of New Jersey, which struggles to meet our clean air standards. | have a strong record of
supporting stronger CAFE standards in the past. | will continue to support responsible CAFE reform for the sake
of our Nations energy security. | am anxious to see what reforms the final legislation will contain, and hope that
it will take steps to allow our Nation to become more energy efficient. Again, | would like to thank you, Mr.
Chairman, for your work on this issue, and | appreciate our witnesses for coming before the committee today. |
yield back. M. B. Presiding The Chair thanks the gentleman. Mr. R ILIRAKIS Waxman M. W. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. R AXMAN Gasoline prices have been skyrocketing throughout the country, from Florida to California
to Connecticut to Wisconsin. Consumers are now paying more than 3 a gallon for gas, and as the prices rise, we
are spending more and more of our Nations wealth, sending it overseas to purchase foreign oil. This problem
has been building for years under the Republican Congress and the Bush Administrations energy policies. From
day one, this Administration and the Congress have bestowed on the big oil companies subsidies, exemptions,
loopholes, and tax breaks. Upon taking office, Vice President Cheney convened an energy task force that
secretly met with energy executives to develop the Nations energy policy. He never even met with consumers
and environmental groups. The result is a national energy policy that fails to restrain...
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