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which he certainly would have been at a loss to account for. The
only conceivable cause was the light which M. de Mauves s good
English cast upon his own bad French. For reasons involved
apparently in the very structure of his being, Longmore found
himself unable to speak the language tolerably. He admired and
enjoyed it, but the very genius of awkwardness controlled his
phraseology. But he reflected with satisfaction that Madame de
Mauves and he had a common idiom, and his vexation was
effectually dispelled by his finding on his table that evening a
letter from Mrs. Draper. It enclosed a short, formal missive to
Madame de Mauves, but the epistle itself was copious and
confidential. She had deferred writing till she reached London,
where for a week, of course, she had found other amusements. |
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