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and scenic resources; train a new generation of public land managers and enthusiasts; and promote the value
of public service; and S. 897, to amend the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to clarify that
uncertified States and Indian tribes have the authority to use certain payments for certain noncoal reclamation
projects. Senator Wyden. Now among the bills that are being considered, this hearing will also include several
bills that are important to my home State of Oregon. Id like to say just a few words about those measures. S.
220, the Oregon Eastside Forest Restoration, Old Growth Protection and Jobs Act was the result of years and
years of work and months of negotiations with the timber community and the environmental community.
Certainly in our home state nobody ever thought that you could get people like John Shelk of Ochocho Lumber
and Andy Kerr, representing the environmental community to come together, but because they both acted in
good faith these negotiations resulted in a major agreement that this legislation would implement. Bringing
both sides together to craft this bill means that it can bring success and in my view, help end the timber wars
that have been so hard on my home state. This legislation that | introduced will get saw logs to Oregon mills,
help get our forests healthy again and protect our treasured old growth forests and watersheds in the eastern
part of our State. Im also pleased that Senator Merkley has joined me as a co-sponsor of this legislation. | look
forward to working with him to pass the bill. The...
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